CHAPTER X

THE   REVOLT

ON July 17th, 1936, an unknown number of 'planes
belonging to the Italian Air Force flew over Tunisia into
Spanish Morocco. They had been detailed for service
with a Spanish force. Three of them happened to crash
in French territory,. and at the official enquiry these
facts were established. The same day the Foreign
Legion, with its German Nazi organization, took charge
of Larache, a small coast town in Spanish Morocco, and
during the next twenty-four hours the officers of the
chief Moroccan garrisons had joined the revolt. The
leadership was in the hands of Divisional General
Francisco Franco, who arrived melodramatically from
the Canary Isles disguised as an Arab.

Although the details of the revolt had been arranged
carefully ahead, so as -to take place at all the large
garrisons on the same day, the outbreak and reprisals
probably began a week or two earlier than intended.
Sefior Calvo Sotelo shared with Juan March, the
contrabandist, the chief responsibility for the civil side
of the insurrection. These two were the liaison officer
and financial agent respectively. Sotelo had helped
to organize the fascist groups in Madrid, but they seem
to have got out of hand, and on July 4th a number of
middle class fascists in motor-cars drove up to a socialist
meeting, and fired into the crowd, killing seven men.
A week later another section of fascists killed Don
Jose Castillo, a lieutenant of strong anti-fascist senti-
ments, who had, in the course of his duties, killed a
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